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Over the last 20 years, all our committees and 
course coordinators have struggled with the prob-
lem of ‘full’ courses. The basic problem is that we 
need more presenters. But there are other aspects. 
One of the values of U3A is the social interchange 
which it allows many folk; and at times this can come to mean more 
than the learning which is also our aim. In consequence, some continu-
ing courses can go on from year to year without much change in atten-
dance. Newer U3A members then find themselves excluded from fields 
of study which interest them. As in so much of life, it is a balancing of 
interests.  

As already mentioned, the best solution would be for more presenters to 
be prepared to step forward. Some of our long-standing courses would 
assist all of U3A if they would look seriously at ways to form new 
courses from their existing resources. 

But in the meantime the course coordinators this year decided (and the 
committee agreed) to experiment with a new way to persuade long-
standing courses to accept newer members into their groups, by asking 
them to start booking participants afresh with each new year, and mean-
while by listing full courses separately in the Prospectus. This trial has 
revealed a number of practical problems with annual booking, but it has 
also shown that a lot of ‘continuing’ courses do think seriously about 
their obligations to newer members. 

The course coordinators and the committee have therefore decided to 
adopt a modified experiment for 2011. The only courses set out in full 
as usual in the main part of the Prospectus will be those prepared each 
year to take in at least two new members, and they will then no longer 
need to book everyone in at short notice in January. All our courses, 
even full ones, which cannot accept two new members, will continue to 
be listed separately in the Prospectus: after all, they consist of financial 
members in good standing who value their U3A links, and we need to 
show the full range of our work. 

But let me please appeal again to all courses which are under pressure 
from new entrants to look seriously at ways in which they could help 
accommodate new members. And let me also appeal again (as of course 
we do all the time!) for extra presenters in areas where we simply do not 
have enough volunteers. Perhaps the outstanding area at present is the 
teaching of the main Western European languages ‑ where we need 
more courses for beginners and then also an easier movement onwards, 
with more courses at the more advanced stages of learning the language, 
often now seriously blocked.   

Turning to another matter, we have for years missed having a space 
where our members could informally meet for a cuppa and a chat. We 
simply have not had the spare space to dedicate to this; and at Cook we 
still don’t have it ‑ but we do want to make a very small start by offer-
ing members a free cuppa over one lunch-time a week at Cook. Not a 
great start; but a start, and we’ll see how it goes and what response we 

(Continued on page 2) 
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From the Editor 
We brought out the previous edition in colour, as you no doubt noticed. It was intended as a one‑off to celebrate 
the opening of our Cook facilities – the most important development in U3A ACT since its beginnings in 1986. 
However, the issue was so well received that the Committee has decided to continue with colour publication.  
Enjoy! 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) is upon us again. It will be held at 2 pm at the Hughes Community Centre 
on Wednesday 24 November. You’ll find the AGM agenda as an insert, together with a Statutory Report about 
our administration during the past year. 

This is the best forum in which to voice your opinions about how U3A ACT is managed. Not only that, but also, it 
offers you the opportunity to become a Committee member yourself, and exert your influence from the inside, so 
to speak. You’ll find a nomination form for Committee membership as a tear-off at the foot of the Extra Page. 
You’ll need a proposer and a seconder, and all three of you must be financial members. 

The January/February edition of the Newsletter will be posted to you in mid-January. Please let me have any con-
tributions by 5 December. All current members will receive a copy, but if you haven’t renewed your membership 
by the end of January, that will be the last Newsletter you’ll receive.  

On behalf of the President and Committee, we extend to all readers the compliments of the forthcoming festive 

season. — Fred Roberts 

get from members. There is a separate notice about this in this Newsletter.    

By the time you receive this edition, we’ll have had our formal Open Day at the Cook Community Hub, which of 
course is already thoroughly up and running; and our Christmas Party will be in the Hall at Cook (instead of at 
Weston Creek, as in recent years) on 1 December. For that, we ask as usual that you all please bring a plate of 
goodies for all to share ‑ and/or something to drink. By then too our new Committee will have been elected at the 
Annual General Meeting on 24 November, this time in the old venue at the Hall in Hughes, to which we hope a 
lot of you will come. There we’ll provide the afternoon tea, and wish the new Committee well in carrying our 

U3A on to new strength and success! — John Brook 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

U3A CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The annual Christmas Party and Concert 

will be held in the Hall of the Cook Community Hub 

in Templeton Street Cook 

on Wednesday 1 December 2010 starting at 2 pm 

This event is free but 

PLEASE BRING A PLATE OR DRINK TO THE PARTY 



U3A ACT Inc. Newsletter — November/December 2010 3 

 

 

 

New Courses 

 
Bridge for Beginners:          R01 

Leader: Don Nicol  

You will have a great time playing bridge. Bridge is the 
most popular card game in the world. By learning 
bridge you will improve your problem-solving and com-
munication skills. 

Limit 6 - 16. Bowling Club membership ($10 pa) 

Starting: Tuesday 2 November 10 am – noon and con-
tinuing until 14 December at Belconnen Bowling Club, 
Beetaloo St, Hawker. 

Contact: Don, at donnicolau@yahoo.com.au (preferred) 
or on 6254 6584. 

 

Pleyn Delit - The Mediaeval Masterchef:     H19NO 

Leader, Peter Harrington 

The advertised course on Wednesdays from 3 Novem-
ber ‑ 1 December is full. However, an additional course 
will be held on Tuesdays from 10 am - noon from 2 No-
vember ‑ 30 November in Room 3 at Cook. Enrolments 
by email to Peter at <pehar@webone.com.au> or tele-
phone 6288 6559 (evenings). 

 

Vacancies 

 
Aspects of Military History:        H21 

Leader: Ian Stagoll 

This ongoing course features a talk on a different topic 
each week. Speakers include well-known historians and 
writers, members of the Military Historical Society of 
Australia, and others who talk from personal experience 
or perspective. It covers a wide range of subjects relat-
ing to military history matters, with a special emphasis 
on Australian military history.  

Contact Ian on 6254 0199 for further details. 

 

Inviting Expressions of Interest 

 
The Sounds of Poetry, Old and New:  
Leader, Patricia Elliott 

Share the pleasure of reading poetry aloud in a small 
group. Themes, individual poets, discussion. 

Beginning February 2011, once or twice a month, pri-
vate house in Holt. 

Please phone Patricia on 6278 4190 after 5 pm, or email  
lewisell@tpg.com.au 

China Challenges the World: Leader, John Donnelly 

In 2011 I shall be offering a course of eight sessions, 
commencing 31 January, about the rise of China, how 
its government operates and what that promises - or 
threatens – for us all. Anyone interested in joining this 
discussion group should contact the convenor asap for 
further information and a pre-course reading list. 

Contact: John Donnelly, ph. 62861937 or email: 
 jjdonnelly@netspeed.com.au  

Information session for absolute beginner Macintosh 

users 

Friday 26 November, 2 – 4 pm, Room 3, Hughes Com-
munity Centre 

Are you just starting out or do you feel that you never 
learnt the basics? In 2011 a course will be run by ex-
perienced trainers and paced for beginners, with indi-
vidual help provided. We want to hear from you what 
you need to learn. Come along and discuss arrange-
ments for next year. 

Phone Vince and Judith Newton 6288 3341 or Eleanor 
Whelan 6257 7749 from 19 November to register for 
the information session. 

 

Cancellation 
Life at the Extremes        SHE09 

Leader John Thompson 

Insufficient participants. 

Around the Courses 
NOTE: At the time of printing, not all new courses had been allocated a course number  

Conchordia Choir – Correction 
In the previous Newsletter, members were invited to join the choir, at a cost of $25 per school term. This was, un-
fortunately, wrong: the cost should have been $30 per term. 
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Time Session Presenter 

      

9:15 – 9:30 am Welcome by Speaker Mr Shane Rattenbury, Speaker,  
ACT Legislative Assembly 

9:30 – 10:00 am Who’s who in the Assembly? 
Film – One of a Kind 

Neal Baudinette ,Education Officer,  

ACT Legislative Assembly 

10:00 – 11:00 am How do we elect our representatives?  
Role play of a Hare-Clark election 

Education Officer, Elections ACT 

11:00 – 11:30 am Morning Tea (provided)  

11:30 am – 12:00 pm What are Assembly committees? Committee Office 

12:00 – 12:15 pm How can citizens engage with the  
Assembly? 

Discussion led by Education Officer 

12:15 – 12:45 pm What are the roles of the Government,  
Opposition and Crossbench?  

Panel of MLAs 

1:30 – 1:55 pm What happens in the Chamber?  
Papers and procedures 

Max Kiermaier  
Acting Clerk of the Assembly 

1:55 – 2:30 pm Question Time Chamber 

2:30 – 3:00 pm Questions, discussion and evaluation Education Officer 

12:45—1:30 pm Lunch  

NB: The following notice appears because of minor changes to the version in our previous issue  

Legislative Assembly for the Australian Capital Territory 

Strategy and Parliamentary Education Office 

KNOW YOUR LOCAL ASSEMBLY! 

University of the Third Age Seminar 

Thursday 18 November, 9.15 am – 3 pm, Reception room, ACT Legislative Assembly 

(Entry via Civic Square) 

To enrol email joanne.cullen@parliament.act.gov.au  

Enquiries Neal Baudinette, ph 6205 3016. 

PROGRAM 

A Weekly Meeting Space 
The Committee has decided that we should try to offer members the beginnings of a place to meet and chat over a 
free cuppa — starting on a tiny scale because we haven’t spare space, even at Cook. 

Starting at once, we invite members to come to the Cook Hub at lunch-time on Thursdays between 12.15 and 1.45 
pm. for a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit (or two), and a chat — with anyone else who has turned up, or a group 
of you together, as you prefer. We’ll have Room 3 open, and the kitchenette stocked with all the makings. 

We hope that this may be a success — and that some day we may be able to extend the idea, even perhaps to a 
proper ‘common room’ just for this purpose, so that our members can gather together informally whenever they 
like. 
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Insurance Coverage 
The Committee in April approved our taking out a different policy on public liability, and a new policy on direc-
tors’ liability, proposed by Vero Insurance, at a total cost of $1786 a year. This has been done, and the two new 
policies came into effect on 1 July as planned. 

In June the Committee discussed our taking out a policy for accident insurance, and it was foreshadowed that in 
the interests of speed the Executive might decide on this new policy in advance of the July meeting. This has also 
been done. 

Accident insurance is a more difficult and expensive field. The Executive considered an accident insurance policy 
proposed by Ace Insurance, the only one our broker could secure, with a premium of $2344 a year, which pro-
vided cover of $50 000 for a range of outcomes involving largely permanent loss of use of a limb, with graduated 
lesser cover for loss of use of part of a limb. For lesser outcomes (such as strains or back problems, or broken 
bones caused by tripping, etc.), cover for retired people was limited to emergency home help in case of temporary 
disablement. The Executive decided that this limited cover could not justify such a premium, and in effect could 
not be said to set up ‘accident insurance’, and accordingly we have declined the proposal, while adding that if pol-

icy trends in the industry were to change in the future we might take up the question again. — John Brook 

Diamonds are forever — Many hands make light work 
These sayings should be well known to our members. But let’s do a bit of lateral exploring based on the first one. 
Consider the question: 

Will U3A ACT last forever or, to make it simpler, last at least for several more years? 

No doubt members will hold a variety of opinions for responding yes, no or maybe. However, given the nature of 
U3A and its setup, it seems clear that U3A will last only if the members cause it to last, since it is the members 
who help to run it, contribute courses to it, and support it by attending courses and activities provided for its mem-
bers. Yes, we do have plenty of members to attend courses, and yes, we do have many dedicated course leaders 
and their helpers to provide a range of courses or activities for our many members. Yes, we do have a dedicated 
group helping to staff the two offices every week day or helping in other capacities. 

One area where members are not coming forward to help is in the course coordination role, and if this doesn’t 
change, well, U3A ACT may not last forever! The role is important as it provides an interface between our course 
leaders and our members. It is not onerous and most of it is done from home but members taking this role will 
need to have a home computer with internet and printer connections. As the saying goes, ‘Many hands make light 
work’ and additional hands are needed. Can you provide them? 

If you can help or would like more details please contact Trevor Bruhn on 6282 1214 or email 
courses@u3acanberra.org.au 

News from the Course Coordination Sub-Committee 
2011 Prospectus. The 2011 Prospectus is scheduled to reach members in early December. Additional courses 
which missed the prospectus copy deadline will be notified to members in a relevant newsletter. It is not too late 
to consider offering to lead a course in 2011. 

Room bookings for U3A Hughes and U3A Cook rooms. Bookings for rooms at both these venues are now be-
ing controlled by Mike Burr, telephone 6161 5422. There are still periods available at both venues during 2011.  

U3A equipment use. U3A has equipment available at both Hughes and Cook for use by course leaders including 
at other venues. Some equipment is in-built and some is portable – each room at Cook has some in-built equip-
ment including data projectors. To ensure proper use and handling of the equipment, it is a requirement that any 
leader or convener wishing to use U3A equipment for their course must be trained in its use in advance of the first 
use. Please contact your course coordinator to arrange a training session. 

Course leader training. A training/information session for new course leaders or members considering offering 
and leading a U3A course is proposed for late November. If you are interested in attending please contact Trevor 

Bruhn on 6282 1214 by 12 November.  — Trevor Bruhn, Chair Course Coordination Sub-Committee 
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Official Opening of Cook Community Hub on 11 September 2010 
The Cook Community Hub, in which U3A is now 
a tenant, was opened at a low-key ceremony on 
Saturday, 11 September 2010, by the Minister for 
Disability, Housing and Community Services, Joy 
Burch MLA. After the ribbon cutting ceremony, 
the Minister inspected the facilities established by 
the new tenants.   

An Open Day focused on promoting the Commu-
nity Hub to northside residents was held, at short 
notice, on Saturday, 16 October. Although the 
date was unknown at the time of our last U3A 
ACT News, several U3A music and art groups 
were contacted and agreed to participate.   

Members who missed the media publicity about 
that Open Day can still visit our new premises at 
Cook, when the office (6251 8005) is staffed. The 
best time would be the middle of the day on Mon-
days to Fridays (up to mid- December), when 
classrooms are not normally in use. 

The two JB’s, John Brook, 
U3A President showing the 

Minister around U3A’s  
accommodation 

The Minister for Disability, 
Housing and Community 
Development, Joy Burch 
MLA, cutting the ribbon 

 

 

 

New Members’  

welcome at Hughes, 

22 September 
 

Tony Sayer explaining the 
wonders of U3A to new 

members 

Our Hospitality Officer, Janet Johnson, 
with some of the afternoon tea treats 

Message from the Treasurer 
You will see from the Statutory Declaration in the Annual General Meeting insert in this newsletter that we have 
had a deficit in our funds this year. The main reason for this has been our costs for our new premises at Cook 
School. This deficit was funded from our surplus of previous years. 

Members should be aware that we are obliged to publish this figure in the Newsletter before our AGM, but at the 
time of doing this our accounts have not been audited and there may be some changes to this figure. The full and 
final accounts will be available at the AGM. 

I am not nominating for Treasurer at this year’s election and the committee will be seeking a new Treasurer. I 
know some people might find this position daunting but I can assure you that if you are good with figures it is not 
difficult. 

If anybody is interested in nominating I would be pleased to meet with them at the office at Hughes to give them 
more details and show them what the work entails. If you are interested in doing this please ring me on 6161 

2346. — Olive Cousins 
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Enrolment policy – update September 2010. 
In the July/August Newsletter a policy on enrolment procedures to be trialled in 2011 was announced. Given 
some concern expressed about the effect of the rules for some courses, the policy has been reviewed by the 
Course Coordination Sub-Committee (CCSC) and the General Committee. 

Concern had been expressed about the administrative impact for some ‘continuing-type’ courses catering for large 
enrolments and about pre-course requirements for a few other identified courses if enrolments were restricted to 
on or after 15 January. Accordingly it has been decided that the following conditions will also apply: 

1. Any proposed course that is in accord with U3A ACT’s principles and purposes 
will be registered with the Course Coordination Sub-Committee for 2011. 

2. Any registered course that will accept at least two new members on or after  
15 January 2011 will be fully published in the Prospectus for 2011. 

3. Any registered course that will not accept at least two new members on or after 
15 January 2011 will not have full details published in the Prospectus for 2011. 

The term ‘new members’ is meant to include, for some courses, members who were not enrolled in that same 
course in 2010. 

The database register arising from condition 1 formally identifies all U3A courses, which is important for insur-
ance and other purposes, such as where a course can gain accommodation at a venue for no rental cost simply be-
cause it is a registered U3A course. 

The effect of conditions 2 and 3 is that only courses which will take on at least two new members will be notified 
in full to our membership. Thus members will not be misled about the enrolment opportunities actually available 
since only those courses taking on at least two new members will be fully advertised. Where any vacancies arise 
and require filling in a course to which condition 3 applies, the course convenor will need to take steps to seek 
additional members such as through a newsletter notice. 

Following the trial of the enrolment policy and these conditions for 2011 enrolments, the CCSC will welcome 

feedback from course leaders and members. — Trevor Bruhn, Chair CCSC 

Seniors Recognition Awards 
The Committee Executive decided this year to nominate for recognition 
two members who worked for U3A for many years, but have recently 
stepped down: John Crotty, who served on the committee of U3A ACT 
for 17 years in many capacities, and Warren Turton, who, as Member-
ship Secretary (among many other contributions), was largely responsi-
ble for our present membership data base . 

On Friday, 1 October, the ACT Office of Ageing, within the Department 
of Disability, Housing and Community Services, hosted an event to cele-
brate the International Day of Older Persons at which these two gentle-
men were presented with Seniors Recognition Awards.  

John and Warren are shown here with their awards.  

Anyone handy with woodwork? 
Would there be a member willing to put together a small table lectern 
for U3A Cook?  

It doesn’t have to be a great work of art, just something presenters can 
lean their notes on while speaking seated at a table. We have a dia-
gram and the dimensions of a suitable model owned privately, and this 
one could be looked at.  

Contact Patricia Woolcock on 6251 1246 if you can help. 
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Film Group 
 

Screenings every Wednesday 

at 1.45pm at the Southern Cross Club, Woden. 

Note: a term fee applies 

 

The films to be screened for the remainder of the year are: 

November 3    The Secret Heart (US, 1946, 97 mins) Walter Pidgeon, Claudette Colbert 
 
November 10 and 17 No screenings 
 
November 24   Far East (Aus, 1982, 107 mins) Bryan Brown, Helen Morse 
 
December 1 *   Days of Heaven (US, 1978, 94 mins) Richard Gere, Brooke Adams 
       *A special screening. U3A cards must be shown. 

Group Christmas get-together after screening 

 

 

Screenings will recommence in late January or early February 2011. 

 

All prints courtesy of the National Film and Sound Archive 

FILM GROUP FILM GROUP FILM GROUP FILM GROUP     

National Capital Authority Interpretive Volunteer Program 
The National Capital Authority currently has opportunities for volunteers who would welcome the opportunity to 
present the extraordinary story of Canberra to visitors to the National Capital Exhibition, Blundells Cottage and 
on walking tours on national land.  

The roles are exciting and diverse. Our volunteers have a desire to learn and to teach people about our national 
capital. We are looking for enthusiastic people, with a passion for our national capital and a keen interest in his-
tory. 

New volunteers undertake an initial assessment period of three months.  

If you have any questions regarding the Volunteer Program, please contact: Verity Hanks, Visitor Services Officer 
or Melissa Harmer, Visitor Services Assistant. 

Phone: 6272 2902, Fax: 6247 1875 or email VSO@natcap.gov.au 

 

ANU Archives seeks volunteer help 
Three current volunteers are U3A-involved and suggested the Archives may be able to recruit other people to its 
program via the Newsletter and to let people know the program exists. Program organisers try to match projects to 
volunteers’ interests and abilities. The collection is over 18 kilometres in length and the variety of information 
quite extensive, from University based to business and labour archives. 

The program organisers are recruiting volunteers. If you are interested in helping or simply finding out more 
about the program, contact for details and more information: 

Amalijah Thompson, Project Archivist and Volunteer Program Coordinator, ANU Archives 

Ph: Mon - Wed 6125 0145 or Email: amalijah.thompson@anu.edu.au 
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Letters to the Editor 

Reenrolment Policy 

The recent ‘solution’ to full courses has upset many course leaders. It has made some feel as though they are 
guilty of a misdemeanour. They now fear they are losing control of managing their own classes. 

Why hasn’t the Course Coordination Sub-Committee (CCSC) provided some facts and figures to explain the need 
for such a solution? To what extent were current course leaders consulted in the decision making process? 

Of the 207 courses listed in the 2010 Prospectus, 19 were described as full. Four of the 19 were advanced lan-
guage courses where it is impractical to take on beginners. Eight of the 19 were either current affairs or book dis-
cussion. Anyone unable to get a place in one of these classes could start a new class – no special expertise is re-
quired, only initiative. This means that about seven out of 207 courses were in effect ‘full’: 3.4%. This figure 
would be even lower when courses advertised throughout the year in the Newsletter are taken into account. The 
reasons for listing full courses in the 2010 Prospectus are carefully explained in the Prospectus, in both the Infor-
mation for U3A Members and the paragraph preceding the list of full courses. 

The impression is gained that the CCSC has responded to pressure from a few disgruntled members, and yet the 
Sub-Committee has brought in a solution that impacts on all courses, very few of which have this problem. 

We all need to remember that our course leaders offer their courses on a voluntary basis and that they do so will-
ingly and enthusiastically, often giving up a great deal of their own time. They deserve our full support and en-
couragement – something which seems to be lacking, judging by the tone of this debate. 

Support for course leaders also involves practical support, such as volunteering to be class treasurer, helping to set 
up furniture and equipment etc. Unless this support and appreciation are forthcoming, it is going to become very 
difficult to recruit new course leaders and to keep the ones we already have. 

Finally, it should be recognised that U3A is about more than just learning and discussion. It should also provide 
opportunities for making and maintaining friendships. 

 — Jennifer Donnelly 

PS: I am aware of one group that has decided to withdraw from U3A because of this edict. They are going to con-
tinue to meet, but will do so independently of U3A. 

The above letter has been published as a matter of interest to members, who should also read Trevor Bruhn’ com-
ments on Page 7 — Ed. 

Cook facilities 

When it comes to bouquets…may I offer a whole florist’s shop of praise to the committee for its efforts, not only 
for finally obtaining the Cook primary school for us as a northern centre but also for the work that has been done 
in outfitting it. 

I was one of the many who visited it on the open days and was tremendously impressed with the whole set up. A 
huge effort has gone into this. For years there was uncertainty about the future of that part of the school and every 
time it looked as though it would be closed I hoped that the committee of the day would endeavour to secure it for 
us. 

When U3A Online first started in 1998-99 it had its first (and only) land base in a space it rented from Adult 
Learning Australia, one of the then tenants of the building opposite Cook Primary School occupied by various 
community groups. With my involvement in that enterprise I used to look at the rest of the school and could see 
just how perfect it would be for U3A ACT. Even then though, I didn’t visualise just how stunning our present 
committee could make it. Congratulations and many thanks to those involved. 

 — Dorothy Braxton, Former President (1995-97) 

Class Punctuality 

I am writing and wondering if my comments can be mentioned in one of the newsletters. I don’t want my name 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Did you notice ... 
....the bright orange address sheet on this issue of the newsletter? That’s because we wanted to draw your 

attention to your membership renewal notice which is printed on the other side. (If you didn’t, retrieve it 

quickly from the recycling bin before it’s collected!) 

Memberships expire at the end of December. Your renewal notice contains your personal details as re-

corded on our database. Please check these details and mark any changes on the form. 

You may pay by cash, cheque or credit card. Please fill out payment details and either post the whole page 

to our Hughes office: PO Box 5550 Hughes 2605, or bring it in with your payment to either the Hughes or 

Cook offices. 

If (preferably when) you attend the Annual General Meeting, there will be willing volunteers ready to col-

lect your membership fees and issue you with a brand new orange membership card for next year. 

Enjoy the forthcoming year – it promises to be a good one! 

 — Your Membership Team 

2011 NSW Network Annual Conference and Poetry Competition 
The 2011 Network Annual Conference, Members Day and AGM will be held in Sydney on 28 and 29 April 2011.  

The Network Committee has arranged a program of interest as well as ample opportunity for U3A members to 
participate in a range of activities.  

We have mailed out full details to all NSW member U3As, so you should receive these soon. You can also find 
out more on the Network website at www.nsw.u3anet.org.au – click on to Conference 2011 – and download or 
print off additional copies of the program, information, and registration forms from there. 

Poetry Competition: a poetry competition is being run in conjunction with the Conference, open to U3A mem-
bers in Australia. Full details and entry forms are available from the Network website (above). 

Warrani Chorale 
One of the joys of being a member of the Warrani Chorale is that there are opportunities to give performances to 
community groups. Recently the choir delighted residents at Anglicare’s complex at Ginninderra Gardens in Page 
where they sang to people who live in the nursing home, in respite care or who live in the independent village. 

Such a performance means a great deal to the residents, especially as some are confined to the area in which they 
live. Contact with outsiders can be very special. 

Part of the pleasure came when the residents could just listen to a very professional group and also when they 
were invited to join in some well known old songs. As usual, the choir was led by Pixie Gray with Barbara Hall at 

published but it is an observation I have made and I wish to comment on it. 

It concerns the way people just drift into courses, no sense that the course starts at such and such a time. Then 
when they get there they flap around instead of just sitting down and listening. The way people talk amongst 
themselves during the time the tutor is talking is also very rude.  

This sort of thing has bugged me for a while now and the course I am in at the moment is particularly bad for the 
lateness. I don’t want to sound like a grouch but the tutors give up their time to take the courses and I think some 

consideration of them is needed. As I said before please don’t publish my name. —  A Member 

Newsletter Format 

I should like to congratulate you and your team on the superb edition of the Newsletter. It was a great effort, and I 

do hope it will continue in the same format. — Joan Cotton 

Thank you, Joan. The Committee has agreed to use colour in future. — Ed. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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The U3A Brindabella Orchestra 
The U3A Orchestra has a new name: the U3A Brindabella Orchestra. 

After a very successful concert in August, the orchestra will perform again at the Queanbeyan Uniting Church, 
Rutledge St, Queanbeyan, on Sunday, 5 December at 2 pm. A gold coin donation would be appreciated. 

The program will include the always popular Nutcracker Suite and March Slav by Tchaikovsky, Finlandia by Si-
belius, and Mendelssohn's Fingal's Cave. Refreshments will be served at the end of the concert. 

The School Volunteer Program ACT 
This program was formally launched in Canberra in 2005 by HE Major General Michael Jeffery, Governor Gen-
eral of the Commonwealth of Australia. Its aim is to assist children to gain the maximum value from the educa-
tional process, enhance community involvement in our local schools and add value and purpose to the lives of 
participating volunteers. Its slogan is an ancient African proverb, ‘It takes a village to raise a child’. 

When I saw the notice in the U3A Newsletter calling for volunteers for SVPACT, I was a little hesitant about ap-
plying as it is many years since I left school at a primary and secondary level. However, after a chat with coordi-
nator, Mal Ferguson and attending several orientation sessions, I was more at ease. 

After volunteers have been screened and accepted and attended the above sessions, pupils are allocated to volun-
teers. Preferences as to gender, age and proximity of the school to one’s residence are taken into consideration. 
The idea is that just one hour each week of giving a child your undivided attention can pay huge dividends. It also 
has the bonus of building bridges between generations. 

I spent my first year with my student at one school and then followed her when she started school in another sub-
urb. 

There is a Code of Conduct to be observed by volunteers and good guidelines are given regarding qualifications 
and skills. Patience, empathy, and life experience and good listening skills are emphasised, but formal qualifica-
tions are not obligatory. 

Having left school in the era of no talking in class, sitting quietly at desks and of corporal punishment (yes, it was 
accepted then!), it was a shock to see a much 
more informal and flexible system. Discussion 
and analysis while working in a team is ac-
ceptable. One good practice I have noticed is 
the ‘fruit break’ at 11 am, when each child 
brings a piece of fruit instead of the sticky 
play lunch I remember. The obligatory sun 
hats worn out-doors is another healthy innova-
tion. 

I’ve learned a lot about how the younger gen-
eration approaches life today and I hope my 
student has learned something of value from 
me. 

It has been a rewarding and enlightening ex-
perience and I hope other U3A members will 
consider joining this very worthwhile pro-
gram. Mal Ferguson 
(ferguson_mal@hotmail.com; Phone 
0405732837) will be pleased to provide more 

information. — Joy Wheatley 

the piano and there was much praise for their leadership and also for those who contributed individual items. 

It’s not always appreciated just how much goes in to getting a large group of members to all be at a given place 
across town at a certain time. There is much more to such a performance than just the singing itself which makes 
such a voluntary effort all the more appreciated. Warrani Chorale is seeking new voices for next year, especially 

altos. If interested please phone Pam Wilmot on 6247 7689 asap as music is to be ordered very shortly.  

Joy Wheatley and her student 
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My visit to Fromelles 
I have a liking for memorials, and if they have lists of names, I always scan them for my family name, ‘Clingan’. 
When I was walking along King Street, Newtown (Sydney) about 10 years ago, I found a war memorial that was 
new to me: a memorial to all the students of Newtown Superior Public School who had enlisted in the First World 
War. 

My practised eye ran down the lists of over 600 names. There, for the first time, was the name, A.S. Clingan. I 
remembered the name as a distant relative on my family tree. 

I determined to investigate further, and to find the location of his grave. The Australian War Memorial (AWM) 
gave me the information from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC), that he did not have a 
grave, but that his name was on the large Australian memorial, VC Corner, at Fromelles, France.  

The AWM records were more specific, giving his profession, the ship on which he sailed from Sydney and the 
date, and that he was initially reported as ‘Missing in Action’. His identity disc was sent from Germany to the 
British, via the Red Cross, in 1917, following the publication of his name in a German newspaper death list. His 
status was revised to ‘Killed in Action’ at Fleubaix, France, on 19 July, 1916, aged 22. 

The next step was to apply for a copy of his dossier, kept in the Australian Archives. Here was a treasure trove of 
information. I now had his age, description, religion, address, workplace, and samples of his handwriting, uncan-
nily similar to mine. 

After preliminary training in Australia, he embarked for Egypt, and after seven months there, during which time 
he broke rules twice - absent from parade and failure to obey an order of an N.C.O, for which he received field 
punishments (pack drill and bread and water) - he was transferred to the 53rd Battalion. 

In June the 53rd embarked to join the B.E.F. in France, and by July 12th Alexander wrote his last letter home to 
his mother that he was OK, and that they were among red poppies, and could ‘feel the percussion and see the flash 
of the big guns.’ 

On 19th July 1916, the Australian and British battalions attacked a well-entrenched German position outside the 
tiny village of Fromelles. There were 5,533 Australian casualties, making it the worst day in Australian military 
history. Alexander was one of about 250 Australian and British soldiers whose names appeared on the German 
Death List in 1917, indicating that they had probably reached German lines and been buried by them. 

It is only in recent years that the Bavarian archives were consulted to confirm that they were buried in pits dug by 
the German (Bavarian) soldiers, with the dignity they were required to show to their own men. 

After the war, dedicated war cemeteries were established, and soldiers found in the field were buried, and those in 
battlefield cemeteries were reburied. These pits at Pheasants Wood were missed by the newly established War 
Graves Commission officers when they painstakingly combed the battlefields seeking remains. Even today, the 
remains of soldiers found during road or building construction are reburied in one of the existing war cemeteries. 
However, the large numbers found in the pits near Pheasant Wood, on the edge of Fromelles, meant that a new 
cemetery had to be built. The elderly owner of the field donated the land and the first war cemetery in many dec-
ades was built there. 

The Oxford Archaeology team charged with recovering the 250 soldiers set up a morgue and forensic laboratory, 
and meticulously recovered all the remains and artefacts such as a toothbrush, a marked page from a Bible, a train 
ticket (return half from Perth to Fremantle) buttons, boots and mementos from loved ones. DNA was extracted 
from most bodies. 

In Australia and in Britain, the army set up a data base of people who knew they had a family member whose 
name had appeared on the German Death List, or in some way believed a family member had been lost at  
Fromelles. We were asked to send a family tree, and the DNA experts decided whose modern DNA would be 
used to try to find a match with that of the soldiers recently found. 

Alexander Stanley Clingan was among the first 75 to be identified, and eight family members decided to make the 
trip to France for the dedication of the new cemetery. 

Since February this year, all the soldiers have been buried with military honours and a head stone, named if possi-
ble, or otherwise identified as ‘Known Unto God’. These words are always used on the graves of unidentified sol-
diers, and were suggested by Rudyard Kipling, who lost his only son in the war. It is the policy of the CWGC to 
give each soldier an individual grave if possible. 
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As I had been designated as the family historian, I was asked to contribute to a book, Remembering Fromelles 
published by the CWGC, and this accompanies an exhibition still on at the Imperial War Museum in London. 

The Army estimated that six thousand people would attend the dedication ceremony on 19 July, and arranged for 
buses to transport people from the nearby city of Lille. 

Fromelles that day was alive with anticipation and emotion. The villagers had decorated their houses with Austra-
lian, British and French flags, and flower boxes were at their most beautiful on all the windowsills. 

The ceremony, within the beautifully landscaped new cemetery, was to be in two sections. To set the scene, fam-
ily members were asked to read from letters and diaries which had been lovingly preserved for 94 years in the 
families of the missing men. 

I was privileged to be invited to read from Alexander Clingan's last letter to his mother. This was to be followed 
by the funeral of the last (unknown) soldier. 

The Duke of Kent (President of the CWGC) opened the ceremony, and the readings followed. 

Towards the end of the readings, the sound of fifes could be heard wafting on the breeze playing Handel's See, the 
Conquering Hero Comes. This was accompanying the coffin of the final soldier on a First World War wagon 
drawn by four horses from Pheasants Wood through the village to the lych-gate of the new cemetery. Following 
on foot were Prince Charles and the Governor General, Quentin Bryce. The coffin was taken onto the shoulders of 
six Australian and British soldiers and carried through the lych-gate to the grave, accompanied by the chaplains of 
the British and Australian armies. The Last Post was played on a cornet 
(engraved with the maker’s name 'Boosey and Hawkes') which had been 
found on the battlefield. 

After lunch each family was invited to have a private ceremony at the grave 
of the family member, and the chaplain of the Australian army, who had 
buried Alexander earlier in the year, spoke the 23rd Psalm, as she had done 
then, and conducted a short and very moving service. 

I placed a red poppy from the Australian War memorial, as well as eucalyp-
tus leaves from our Canberra garden on his grave. I also placed eucalyptus 
leaves on the graves of unidentified soldiers nearby. 

Ruth Clingan never knew the fate of her beloved youngest child, and family 
lore says that she would go to  
Sydney's waterfront to meet every returning troopship in the hope of finding 
him or hearing news of him. 

She would have been content to know that Alexander now rests in a named 
grave in a beautiful setting, in a country which respects highly the Austra-
lian soldiers who gave their lives for the freedom of this faraway land. 

 — Margaret Wright 

 

Some genuine signs seen (and photographed) outside UK 

churches 

• Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the snake, and the snake didn’t have a leg to stand on 

• There are some questions that can’t be answered by Google 

• Down in the mouth? Come in for a faith lift 

• God, you’re great! 

• As you pass this little church 
  Be sure to plan a visit 
  So when at last you’re carried in 
  God won’t ask ‘Who is it?’ 
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Saturday 6 November — An Ednafying Experience 

This is a unique opportunity for garden lovers to visit two great Edna Walling gardens in the Crookwell district at 
the height of spring: ‘Kiloren’ at Crookwell and ‘Markdale’ between Binda and Bigga. Both are opening under 
Australia’s Open Garden Scheme. 

Travel will be by coach and the tour price of $95pp includes 375km of chauffeured travel, garden entries ($14pp), 
morning and afternoon refreshments, and lunch with wine at historic ‘Willow Vale Mill’, Laggan. The tour will 
be led by Garth Setchell. 

The coach will pick-up from Turner, Civic and Deakin in that order, departing at 8.00, 8.10 and 8.25 am respec-
tively. Forward travel will be via Bungendore and Goulburn, return travel via Gunning and Gundaroo. Return to 
Canberra should be around 6 pm. 

Because of the very short notice, you will need to confirm your interest by phoning me on 6290 1100 between 30 
October and 4 November. I will need your name, email address (for sending you a leaflet), phone number, pick-up 
point, the names of others you may be booking for and any special dietary needs. 

Cheques, mailed by 2 November, should be made payable to U3A ACT Inc and, for this tour, posted to the Assis-
tant Tours Officer, Pam Behncke, PO Box 4060, Ainslie ACT 2602. Otherwise, payment can be made by cash or 
cheque on the day.  

General Disclaimer 

Most activities involve some element of risk. Bushwalking, in particular, is an inherently  

dangerous activity and requires an appropriate level of fitness. While both U3A ACT Inc. and the Na-

tional Trust (ACT) maintain public liability insurance and will endeavour to protect your safety, they 

cannot remove all the dangers. Both organisations must also assume that participants, by booking, 

consider themselves to have appropriate levels of fitness and mobility. Those undertaking activities 

should therefore be aware that they participate at their own risk. 

 

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 

The following activity is part of U3A ACT’s own walks and tours program  

From Heathland to Headlands — 9-10 September 
 

The start of our 6km 
Kiama Coast Walk 

On the Griffiths Trail 
Barren Ground Nature Reserve 

Rest stop, half way between 
Kiama and Gerringong 
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Centenary Border Walks 

A walk along the Old Tuggeranong Road to the ACT 
Border (approximately 5km return), Saturday,  

19 February, 3 to 6 pm—Medium level of fitness  

required 

What do you know about the ACT border? Why is the 
ACT shaped the way it is? How and when was it sur-
veyed and by whom? Why was a railway line used to 
form the border? What effects did it have on the com-
munities? Come and join National Trust Heritage Offi-
cer, Dr Peter Dowling, on a walk along the historic Old 
Tuggeranong Road to the ACT border and the Tugger-
anong Railway siding. 

Where to meet: From Canberra, travel south on the 
Monaro Highway. On reaching the Tuggeranong Valley 
suburb of Chisholm turn off the highway (left turn while 
travelling south) at the sign indicating ‘The Old Tugger-
anong Road’. Look for a stand of pine trees next to the 
highway. Park your car in the lay-by area which serves 
as the entrance to the Old Tuggeranong Road and the 
adjacent Paintball Adventure facility. Please note the 
Old Tuggeranong Road is not open to general vehicle 
traffic. 

Cost: $20 members; $25 non members 

Bookings essential: 6230 0533 or book online 
www.nationaltrustact.org.au – click on Bookings under 
Events & Meetings tab. 

Flinders Ranges, Burra and Port Augusta 

Six nights late May 2011 

Come and Experience the rugged beauty of the Flinders 
Ranges. Departing from Adelaide, the tour will encoun-
ter the historic mining township of Burra before seeing 
the dramatic landforms of Wilpena Pond, the Heysen 
Range, Bunyeroo Valley, Brachina Gorge and the heri-
tage site of Aroona. Optional inclusion of a flight over 
Lake Eyre. 

Port Augusta, the crossroad of Australia, offers the Aus-
tralian Arid Lands Botanic Garden and the Wadlata 
Outback Centre. Back to genteel civilisation in Adelaide 
with a visit to Ayers House. 

Register your expression of interest at the office on 
6230 0533 or email info@nationaltrustact.org.au includ-
ing contact details. 

 

The following activity is not part of either 

the U3A or  

National Trust programs 

U3A ACT Inc advertises these activities in good faith 
because they may be of interest to U3A members, but 
accepts no responsibility for their outcome. Do not send 
payment to U3A. Persons wishing to book or to obtain 
further information should follow the instructions. 

 

U3A 2011 Language and  

Cultural Tour of Italy 

There are only a couple of places left on the tour, leav-
ing on 15 May next year. Among other beautiful desti-
nations we visit the island of Sicily, with Palermo, Sira-
cusa, Catania, Mount Etna, Roma with Villa D’Est, and 
beautiful Umbria, including Orvieto, Assisi, and Todi, 
and Tuscany, including Lucca, Vinci, Pisa and Siena. 
We also visit the fascinating Riviera Ligure, Lerici, Por-
tofino, Santa Margherita and the Cinque Terre. The tour 
will end at Lake Como with the lovely Villa Carlotta. 

If you are interested, call Ottavio on 6288 6209 or 
Maria on 6290 7700. They hope to hear from you. 

 

The following activities are part of the program offered by the National Trust (ACT) 

U3A members are entitled to book for these activities at the same price as Trust members. Non-members of 

either organisation must pay the non-member rate. U3A ACT Inc advertises these activities in good faith 

but accepts no responsibility for their outcome. Please make cheques payable to National Trust (ACT) and 

do not send payment to U3A. 

Persons wishing to book or to obtain further information can do so by ringing the National Trust office 

(6230 0533) during business hours. Leaflets, giving all necessary information about each activity, are 

posted to applicants prior to the event. Payments can be made by cash, credit card or cheque to National 

Trust (ACT), PO Box 1144, Civic Square ACT 2608. If paying in person, the office is on the First Floor, 

SE corner of North Building, Civic Square. When booking, please ensure that you give your full name, 

address and home phone number, any dietary/mobility/pick-up requirements plus the names of others you 

may be booking for. 
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Note: The U3A ACT Office (ph. 6281 6998) is in the Hughes Community 

Centre, and is usually open Monday to Friday from 9.30 to 4.30.  

All enquiries should be directed to the Office in the first instance. 
(The Cook facility, located in the Cook Community Hub, Templeton Street, 

has the same opening hours and has its own phone number: 6251 8005.) 
President John Brook 6253 1128 
Vice-Presidents Jim Nichterlein 6282 1372 
 Garth Setchell 6290 1100 
Secretary Diana Cooper 6251 5807 
Treasurer Olive Cousins 6161 2346 
Committee Members 

Robyn Beetham 6290 1899 
Pam Behncke 6248 6682 
Sue Gavin 6258 3042 
Heather Lawson 6241 7705  
Tony Sayer 6255 8060 
Barbara Scott 6259 0090 
Eleanor Whelan 6257 7749 

Membership Secretary    Paul Ratcliffe 6281 0828 
Course Coordination Sub-Committee 

Chair Trevor Bruhn 6282 1214 
Deputy Jim Nichterlein 6282 1372 

North: 
Jane Hyden  6287 1020 

 (University House bookings and Canberra North) 
Richard Groves  6251 1885 
 (Belconnen and Gungahlin)  

Patricia Woolcock  6251 1246 
 (Cook, Rooms 2 and 3 bookings) 
Mary Ann Bandharangshi (Cook)  6251 0406 

South: 
Paul Jones (HCC Room 2) 6285 2743 
Jennifer Brownlee (HCC Room 3) 6281 4689 
Susan Farquhar (computer courses) 6258 3225 
Jim Nichterlein (Canberra South and Q'beyan) 6282 1372 
Libby Campbell (Woden) 6259 1080 
Robyn Beetham (Weston Creek and Tuggeranong) 6290 1899 

Equipment Tony Elliott 6278 4190  

Office Manager Sue Gavin 6258 3042 

Data Base (Membership) Les Fielke 6259 0090 
(Courses) Jenifer North  6286 1545 

Newsletter Editor Fred Roberts 6281 3681 
Deputy Editor Jack Sandry 6258 4809 
Desktop Publishing Greg Ramsay 6286 1564 
Tuesday Forums Vernon Kronenberg  6247 2570 
Hospitality and Social Officer Janet Johnson 6288 7888 

Publicity Officer Colin Blair 6281 6934  

Venue & Equipment Booking Officer Mike Burr 6161 5422 
U3A Members Computer Help Desk  6281 6998 
Email Addresses: 
Secretary: (Diana Cooper): secretary@u3acanberra.org.au 
Membership Sec.: (Paul Ratcliffe): membership@u3acanberra.org.au 
Newsletter Editor: (Fred Roberts): editor@u3acanberra.org.au 
Courses: (Trevor Bruhn): courses@u3acanberra.org.au    
Venue and Equipment bookings: bookings@u3acanberra.org.au 

Internet: U3A ACT Website: www.u3acanberra.org.au 
Webmaster (David Briese): webmaster@u3acanberra.org.au 
Publicity Officer (Colin Blair) publicity@u3acanberra.org.au  
Hospitality and Social Officer: janetjohnson.canberra@gmail.com 
U3A Online: (Dorothy Braxton)  enquiries@u3aonline.org.au  ) 

Committee Members and Office Bearers 2010 This poem, which will strike a chord 

with many readers, was composed by 

the late Ian Paton. 

 

Remembering 
 

By Ian Paton 

 
When sleep eludes the restless brain 
And sounds of night drum their refrain 
You may walk that endless store  
Where friendly time has held the door 
Of well remembered sound and sight 
And things forgotten till this night. 
 
 
To feel again and ponder much 
Of sweet fragrance, loving touch 
When wind whispered in the trees 
And laughing faces mocked the breeze 
As needles clicked while children played  
You watched the summer daylight fade 
Then home for tea and fresh baked bread 
And after stories ‘Off to bed’ 
A time so precious then to seize 
With nimble fingers on the keys 
For Mozart born again was heard 
In perfect rhythm, phrase and chord. 
 
 
Look back on things you’ve loved erst-
while 
A child’s warm hand, a baby’s smile 
Surprise of wild flower in a glade 
Crisp clean sheets in a bed well made 
Friendly footsteps, a lover’s kiss 
With tenderness, but more than this 
A handy man about the place 
Strong willed, devout, a cheerful face. 
 
 
A search for meaning in a clue 
A thousand crosswords to subdue 
Steady pulse and relief from pain 
As after drought the sound of rain 
That concert piece that made you cry 
That child that met you eye to eye 
And while you played a lively tune 
Kids sang and danced all afternoon. 
 
 
So drift like clouds across the sky 
When unexpected time goes by 
And let the everlasting arms enfold 
For heaven begins right here, I’m told. 
 
 


